LANGUAGE  AND  FEELING                          237

the appeal lay in the power of the words to evoke pleasing
pictures. Combine all these where the cultivated mind is con-
cerned, and you have the elements which Matthew Arnold
required in the finest poetry: high truth and seriousness, with
diction and movement to match.

16. STAGES IN ESTHETIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE RAGE
We have reached the point in our argument that the extent
to which our minds become enlightened and our sympathies
enlarged is reflected in the quality of the literature we are able
to appreciate and enjoy. The aesthetic response to the best things
in life is disinterested.   As we become older and wiser it finds
its fullest satisfaction at ascending levels of art and thought.  Now
it is worthy of note that in The Testament of Beauty Robert Bridges
has traced four stages in the development of aesthetic sensibility.
We see the first stage in man's enjoyment of nature and natural
objects:   such enjoyment is universal among civilized and un-
civilized peoples, among old and young.   "This spiritual elation
and response to Nature," says Bridges, "is man's generic mark."
The individual child lingers for a long time at this stage:
'Tis a delight to look on him in tireless play
attentivly occupied with a world of wonderss
so rich in toys and playthings that naked Nature
wer enough without the marvelous inventary of man.
(II, 464-467)
The second stage is marked by man's enjoyment of the artistic
forms which he invents as an expression of his interest in Nature
and natural objects.  But, Bridges says, the sensible forms which
first arrest attention direct our thoughts upward.
And Art, as it createth new forms of beauty
awakeneth new ideas that advance the spirit
in the life of Reason to the wisdom of God.        (II, 845-847)
Or, as he puts it in another place,
. . . beauty (as in bird-song)
was recognized consciently and exploited by art,
and after in man became that ladder of joy whereon
slowly climbing to heaven he shall find peace with God.
(Ill, 789-792)
An important step upward towards this highest form of being
is represented in the third stage in which beauty is felt to be
inherent in the human affections, particularly in love between
the sexes. The next and final stage brings man to the appreciation
of beauty in the world of moral, intellectual, and religious values :t
Knowledge accumulateth slowly and not in vain;
with new attainment new orders of beauty arise,
in thought and art new values.                                (I, 698-700)